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FORM A - AREA Cnn^^TJfc mo Area Letter Form numbers in this Area 

Town l A ^ t p / n V 

Name of Area ( i f any) 01/1 kfdfvr/k Prt I 

Present Use f>x ^ W K A C , A f V \ ( J ^ y i S ) 

General Date or Period 

General Condition 

Acreage 

Recorded by C - J ^ t / t ^ v frUs 

Organization S / V f ^ 

Date l i ^ . 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE ha]) J) (ZAx^ V C ^ T ^ 
SCALE 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

I 

(HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 
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WP-C: Old Bedford Road/Blossom Street Histor ic Distr ict 
Westport 

Description: 
The Old Bedford Road/Blossom Street Historic District is located i n the northwest corner 
of Westport. It is bordered on the south by 1-195, on the west by North Wattupa Pond 
and a power transmission corridor, on the north by a very rura l part of Fal l River, and 
on the east by an area of increasing suburban development. Interstate-195, wh i ch 
parallels Old Bedford Road immediately to the south, is the most l ike ly agent of the 
recent suburban development both w i th in the district and its immediate environs. 

The district includes 21 contributing properties interspersed with 19 non-contributing 
properties. Generally, the contributing properties are mid-late 19th century 
farmhouses accompanied by stonewall-lined fields and outbuildings. Few remain i n 
agricultural use however, and many have sold portions of their land to accommodate 
the new development. The non-contributing properties are a l l recent dwellings except 
for the complex of industrial structures belonging to Ponte Brothers Contractors. 
Despite the large proportion of non-contributing properties and the proximity of 1-195, 
the sense of the 19th century landscape remains quite strong. This is due largely to the 
retention of surrounding fields and outbuildings, stonewalls l i n ing the fields and 
roadways, and the presence of a large, active farm at the district center (WP-44). 

The Nisby site is located directly east of the district, and in i t ia l screening indicated 
possible v is ibi l i ty from the entire area. Brief descriptions of a l l contributing 
properties are provided below, beginning at the west end of the district. 

WP-36: The Eldridge Wordell House is a 1 and 1/2 story five-bay cottage wi th a central 
cross-gable reflecting the Gothic Revival style. Major alterations to this cl850s house 
include new sash such as the picture window south of the main entry, and addition of a 
massive side wing. No open land or historic outbuildings are present. The immediate 
surroundings include modern dwellings and commercial properties, and Route 1-195. 

WP-37: The Cvnthia Wordell House is a 2 and 1/2 story gable-end house that appears to 
date to cl880. It displays basic Queen Anne style features l ike decorative second story 
sh ing l ing above first story clapboards, and some multi-pane sash. It is accompanied by 
a barn/garage and undeveloped land to the rear. 

WP-38: This turn-of-the-century, gable-end dwelling has undergone major alterations 
that make its or ig inal character impossible to determine. Alterations include new 1/1 
sash and doors, and a massive rear el l . It is accompanied by a large concrete block 
garage. 

WP-39: The Wordell/Gifford House is a 1 and 1/2 story gable-end structure that appears 
to have been constructed i n the 1850s with an 1880s remodelinfi. Mid-19th century 
features include 6/6 sash at the first story, heavy lintels over side and rear elevation 
windows, and its proportions, Later features include the multi over single pane sash at 
the attic story, and the side verandah. The house is accompanied by a large two-car 
garage and undeveloped land to the rear, 
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WP-40: The Joshua Wordell House is locally dated at 1869. It is a 1 and 1/2 story gable-
end Greek Revival style dwelling with a two-story side-wing. Architectural features 
include an entry with sidelights and l inte l shelf, and windows with 6/6 sash and 
projecting caps. In the early 20th century several f inely detailed Colonial Revival style 
additions were made These include a sunporch with lozenge-shaped sash on the east 
side of the house, a large carriage house to the rear, and a fieldstone wal l with i ron 
gates at the street. 

WP-41. The Christian Church of cl855, is a focal point as the major non-residential 
structure w i th in the district It is a one-story gable-end clapboard-clad structure 
whose elevated lot is surrounded by a granite retaining wall . The facade is centered on 
an elongated window flanked by single-leaf entries; a l l are headed by heavy bracketed 
lintels, A small lantern rises above the modillion cornice of this Classical Revival style 
building. 

WP-42: This two-story four-square dwell ing that appears to date to c 1920 is one of the 
most recent contributing buildings w i th in the district. It is sheathed with f ishtail 
shingles and is enclosed by a hip roof with exposed rafters. A small garage stands 
behind. 

WP-43: The T, Wordell House is a 1 and 1/2 story five-bay clapboard-clad cottage dating 
to c 1840. Its center entry is framed by sidelights, pilasters and a l inte l shelf. As part of 
a row of former 19th century farmsteads, it is accompanied by a barn to the rear and 
fields to the east. 

WP-44: The Gershon Wordell House, located at the intersection of Old Bedford and 
Blossom Roads, is the single most important property w i th in the district. It gains this 
distinction through its central location and its status as an active farm with large main 
house, numerous outbuildings and extensive fields. The cl850 house is a 2 and 1/2 story 
five-bay structure framed by two large wings; the east wing dates to the 1880s 
according to the WHC. This imposing Greek Revival style dwelling is set off from the 
street by an i ron picket fence on granite curbing. Three moderate to large wood-frame 
barns are located directly behind the house; another smaller wood-frame barn and two 
recent metal-clad barns are set further back. A l l testify to the continuous agricultural 
use of the property. The building cluster is surrounded by fields on both sides and to 
the rear; the fields across the street may belong to this farm as well . The entire 
property is exceptionally wel l maintained. 

WP-41); The Lorenzo Sherman House is a two-story clapboard-clad Italianate style 
dwelling, Its gable-end with first story bay window faces the street. The west elevation 
is centered on another first story bay window and gable breaking through the roof. 
Paired brackets tr im the bay windows and the roofline. The house is accompanied by a 
large barn and surrounded by fields. 

WP-46: This early 20th century shingled dwelling is a 1 and 1/2 story bungalow with 
overshot gable roof forming a fu l l front verandah. A large central dormer l ights the 
attic story. There are no outbuildings. 

WP-47: This dwelling appears to result from a recent conversion of the former P.T. 
Sherman barn. It is a large gambrel roof structure that presently contains apartments. 
Land directly to the south and behind has been developed with modern dwellings. 
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WP-48: The Cummings House is a simple two-story gable-end dwelling that appears to 
date to cl900. Major alterations include new sash like the bowed picture window 
adjacent to the entry, and a large side wing. The house is accompanied by several 
large, modern outbuildings associated with Ponte Brothers Contracting. 

WP-49: The Isaac Bernard House is a large 2 and 1/2 story Queen Anne style dwelling 
wi th a corner tower. It is sheathed with a combination of clapboard and shingle. Major 
alterations to this cl890 house are not apparent, but it is diff icult to see behind 
extensive plantings. The house is accompanied by a large greenhouse and barn, and is 
surrounded by fields. 

WP-50: The Albert Sherman House is a clapboard-clad three-bay gable-end house with a 
rear w ing that terminates i n a bowed solarium. The entrance is located on the south 
side sheltered by a bracketed verandah. This charming Greek Revivai/Italianate style 
house is set off from the street by an elaborate balustraded wooden fence on granite 
curbing. It is accompanied by a truncated windmi l l and a barn wi th cupola. The land 
around the house is defined by a stonewall with fields beyond. 

WP-51, The Wilson and Marv Sherman House is one of several early 19th century 1 and 
1/2 story five-bay cottages i n the district. This one has an exceptionally wel l detailed 
center entry framed by sidelights, Ionic pilasters and a fu l l entablature. A side w ing is 
fronted by a verandah with detail s imilar to that of WP-50. The house has been altered 
by v i n y l siding and 12/12 replacement sash wh ich have had only a minor effect on its 
or ig inal character. A wooden picket fence supported by granite posts sets the house off 
from the street, while three barns and extensive fields are located behind. 

WP-52: The Blossom Street Cemetery is a small neighborhood plot surrounded by one of 
the area's fine stonewalls with an elaborate i ron gate. It contains approximately 75 
stones rang ing i n date from cl840-l920, 

WP-53: The ¥. A. Young House is a simple 1 and 1/2 story gable-end structure dating to 
cl880. It is clapboard-clad and its entry is headed by a narrow l inte l shelf. The house is 
accompanied by a barn. 

WP-54: The Thomas and Louisa Sherman House is the third of the area's early 19th 
century 1 and 1/2 story five-bay cottages. The center entry is framed by sidelights as 
wel l as simple pilasters and l intel . The house is accompanied by a barn. 

WP-55: The Young House is a 1 and 1/2 story gable-end dwelling dating to cl870. It is 
sheathed wi th a combination of shingle and clapboard. The entry has a bracketed hood 
and is flanked by a large bay window. The house is accompanied by a barn. 

WP-'fc: This is a simple Italianate style dwelling accompanied by a barn. 

The remaining properties i n the district are non-contributing modern structures. See 
the attached map for locations. 
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History: 
The Old Bedford Road/Blossom Street Historic District developed pr imar i ly during the 
19th century as an agricultural area. Occupying a remote location i n the northwest 
corner of the town, it was far from the f ishing vil lage clusters of Head of Westport and 
Westport Point, or the industrial vi l lage of Westport Factory. 

The district was dominated by the Sherman, Gifford, and Wordell families. The earliest 
houses i n the district are Cape-type cottages owned by members of these families 
(WP-43,51,54; cl835-40). The Gershon Wordell Farm (WP-44; cl850), with its large 
Greek Revival style house and extensive collection of successive outbuildings, appears 
to have been the area's most important farm since the mid-19th century. By that 
period, the district's population was sufficiently large to warrant establishment of a 
cemetery (WP-52; cl840), and erection of one of the town's several Christian Churches 
(WP-41; 1858). 

A few of the later houses i n the district represent the limited suburban development 
that began to occur in northern Westport i n the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
These include examples of the Queen Anne style (WP-37,49), the Craftsman style (WP-
42,46), and one notable Colonial Revival style alteration of an earlier house (WP-40). 

This area was largely by-passed by the early-mid 20th century suburban development 
generated by State Route 6 and the Dartmouth-Westport Street Railway l ine i n areas just 
to the south. It is only i n the past two decades, since construction of 1-195 on its 
immediate southern border, that extensive residential development has begun to occur. 

National Register Criteria Statement: 
The Old Bedford Road/Blossom Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, 
design, setting (partial), materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It is 
important as a large cluster of 19th and early 20th century properties associated wi th 
Westport's agricultural history. With its fields, stonewalls, farmhouses and 
outbuildings, the area remains as a good reflection of that theme and period. The 
pastoral setting is rapidly being disrupted however, by immediate proximity to 1-195, 
and by the subdivision of its farmland into building lots. 
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W > - c f O L D BEDFORD ROAD/BLOSSOM STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT: DISTRICT D A T A SHEETS 
W E S T P O R T 

M A P * M H C * C/NC ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE 

a NC 131 Old Bedford Rd n / a c l980 modern commerc i a l 

b NC 130 Old Bedford Rd. n / a c l960 r a n c h 

c NC 136 Old Bedford Rd. n / a c l940 r eproduc t i on Cape 

3 6 592 C 145 Old Bedford Rd. E ldr idge Worde l l Hse. C1850 Gothic Rev iva l/a l t . 

591 C 150 Old Bedford Rd. C y n t h i a Worde l l Hse. C1880 Oueen A n n e 

3 8 C 155 Old Bedford Rd. 
barn/garage 

n / a C1900 v e r n a c u l a r / a l t 

cl NC 161 Old Bedford Rd. n / a C1960 r a n c h 

e? NC 169 Old Bedford Rd. n / a C1960 r a n c h 

3 9 590 C 162 Old Bedford Rd Worde l l/Gi f fo rd Hse. c1858/1880 Gr . Rev./Q. A n n e 

40 5S9 C 174 Old Bedford Rd 
garage 

Joshua Worde l l Hse. 1869/1910 G r . R e v / C o l . Rev. 

41 588 C 186 Old Bedford Rd, 
c a r r i a g e house 

C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h c l855 Classical R e v i v a l 

42 C 189 Old Bedford Rd, n / a c l920 Foursquare 

r NC 195 Old Bedford Rd. n / a c l960 r a n c h 

« NC 201 Old Bedford Rd, n / a c l960 r a n c h 

4 3 587 C 209 Old Bedford Rd. J . Worde l l Hse 
b a r n 

c l840 f u l l Cape 

44 586 C 222 Old Bedford Rd. Ge r shon Worde l l Hse. c!850 Greek R e v i v a l 
6 ba rns 



45 585 C 248 Old Bedford Rd 

46 C 15 Blossom Rd. 

h NC Blossom Rd 

i NC Blossom Rd 

j NC Blossom Rd. 

k NC Blossom Rd 

47 C 68 Blossom Rd. 

1 NC 89 Blossom Rd. 

48 593 C 101 Blossom Rd. 

49 594 C 108 Blossom Rd. 

50 595 C I l l Blossom Rd. 

m NC 121 Blossom Rd. 

n NC 131 Blossom Rd. 

51 596 C 122 Blossom Rd. 

52 C Blossom Rd. 

53 597 C 145 Blossom Rd. 

0 NC 151 Blossom Rd. 

54 598 C 157 Blossom Rd. 

55 599 C 162 Blossom Rd. 

56 

v o s p . 

Lorenzo S h e r m a n Hse. c l870 I ta l ian ate 
b a r n 

n / a c l920 Bunga low 

n / a c l980 sp l i t l e v e l 

n / a c l980 sp l i t l e v e l 

n / a c l980 sp l i t l e v e l 

n / a c l980 sp l i t l e ve l 

S h e r m a n B a r n C1910/1980 barn/house 

n / a c l970 r a n c h 

Cummings Hse. c l900 v e rnacu la r/a l t . 
c ons t ruc t i on sheds 

Isaac B e r n a r d Hse. c l890 Queen A n n e 
greenhouse 

A lbe r t S h e r m a n Hse. 1869 Gr. Rev./Ital ianate 
b a r n , w i n d m i l l 

n / a 1989 modern dwe l l i n g 

n / a 1989 modern dwe l l i n g 

W. & S. S h e r m a n Hse. 1835 f u l l Cape 
3 ba rns 

Blossom Rd. Cemetery c l840 B u r y i n g Ground 

W. A. Y o u n g Hse. c l880 v e r n a c u l a r 
b a r n 

n / a c l960 r a n c h 

T. & L. S h e r m a n Hse. 1838 f u l l Cape 
b a r n 

Y o u n g Hse. c l870 Ital ian ate 
b a r n 



SETTING CHECKLIST (South-East Mass) FORM 

Contributing Features: 

1. fields i n agricultural use 

2. stonewalls or historic fences 

3. intact main end out buildings 

y e s 
4. narrow unimproved road 

5. other 

Non-Contributing Features: 

1. road improvements (paving, widening., signals, state designation) 

2. ut i l i ty lines (telephone, electric.) 

3. private television antennae end satellite dishes 

4. new structures (note type, materials, scale) N f # , a i i 
i5ijyvuL Ymt^k kcqĵ bs at (a/ 5(vdk o ^ n / w o i ^ i m v y ^ m ^ t a 

ftmrL- ^ v o S W i J A v H S L L h u J ^ V C ^ 

5. wholesale extensive alterations to historic structures (siding, windows, additions, etc) 

6. wholesale, extensive alterations to landscape (paving, clearing, construction, etc) 

7. other 
Agents of Change Identified by MHC 
9. Major agents: proximity of commercial corridors, subdivisions, abandoned urban 

cores r m ^ $• b\ fyiAQsY^XU. k u i \mpai} i s audtUui^f 

10. Secondary agents: proximity of resort related development, precision agriculture, 
sand/gravel quarrying, over-restoration Apowerlines, telecommunications facilities 

Orientation of Resource: 

file:///mpai}


E V A L U A T I O N S U M M A R Y SHEET Form #• \j£>C 

POTENTIAL VSHRs 

1 National Register eligiblity: 
1.1 yes*—"~ 
1.2 maybe 

2. Importancrof S e t t i n g^ \ J 
21 y e s i ^ " 
2.2 maybe 

3 Integrity of Setting 
31 yes^-"* 
3 2 maybe 
3 3 r,ational| 

4. Nummary: Criteria, Period of Significance, Level of Significance 

NON-VSHRs 

1. National Register eligiblity: 
1.1 yes/maybe 
1.2 no 
1.3 rationale 

2. Importance of Setting 
2.1 yes/maybe 
2.2 no 
2.3 rationale 

3. Integrity of Setting. 
3.1 yes/maybe 
3.2 no 
3 3 rationale 
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FORM A - AREA 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

Area Letter Form numbers 1n this Area 

4 7 S" - (?co 

Town WE-$T FOR 

Name of Area ( i f any) 3!CSSOM - 'Bedford 

Photos (3"x3M or 3"x5" black 
& white) Indicate on back 
of each photo street addresses 
for buildings shown. Staple to 
l e f t side of form. 

Present Use rc^Ue^h'a.) 

General Date or Period (^f-B ce\A^rL\ 
Various sfy/es 

General Condition £\ood. 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, i f 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet i f space here is not suf f ic ient ) . 

Acreage 

Recorded by "7?. \\ferf-z-

Organization V^/^por^- /fiW. Ccy^r^isstcH 

Date 

® ® 
° n & (nj 
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V P 

Community: 

MHC OPINION: ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER 

Date Received: 

Type: Individual 

Name: 

Address: 

Requested by: 

Action: Honor 

/is k : f U r&^v^-n^s 

Date Due: Date Reviewed: 

District (Attach map indicating boundaries) 

Inventory Form: 

FTC 

Agency: ( J S / H ^ / ^ W / K X J 

Grant R 3c C Oth en 

Staff in charge of Review: ^ Q ^ j y ^ 

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES 

_ Eligible 
_ Eligible, also in district 
_ Eligible only in district 

_ Ineligible 
_ More information needed 

CRITERIA: A B 

LEVEL: Local State 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by /tl f\C- 4 3f 

DISTRICTS 

_ Eligible 
_ Ineligible 

More information needed 

C 

National 

3 £ € c-rt^ci xcUj /<5*s> L^rtU MH^ #" 4 f'-J^BiiP Ofi^c 

10/86 
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Appendix D 

EXTENDED MHC FORMS FOR VSHRs WITHIN 3 MILES OF THE 
NISBY SITE 

, -„ J — WP30 
WP31 

.* ; -
WP32 
WP33 
WP34 

t; ... WP35 
WPC 

58?- WP57 
WP58 
WP59 
WP60 
WP61 
WP62 
WP64 

- ' WP65 
WP66 
FRA 

Us 

43 Sanford Road 
45 Sanford Road M> 
John T. Gifford House 
16 Sanford Road A/O 
Wordell Family Cemetery 
8 Sanford Road 
Old Bedford Road/Blossom ' Yes 
Street Potential Historic District 
A. Davis House He* 
Sherman/Wordell House be 
591 GAR Highway/Route 6 A/o 
593 GAR Highway/Route 6 A/£ 
6 Gifford Street / / 0 

597 - 599 GAR Highway/Route 6 ^ 
605 GAR Highway/Route 6 /Vo 
600 GAR Highway/Route 6 V " 
Sherman/Perry House A / 0 

Indian Town Road Potential 
Historic District Indian Town 
Road v / 

MRAD Quequechan Valley Mills 
Historic District 

MRAG Oak Grove Cemetery 
MRA7 Fall River Water Works 
MRA15 Pocasset Fire House 
MRA18 Davol School 
MRA30 A-C Notre Dame Church Estate 
MRA48 Cornell Mills 
MRA57 Kerr Thread Mill 
MRA63 Pilgrim Mills 
MRA67 Seaconnet Mills 
MRA75 Greany Building 
MRA76 Chase-Hyde Farm 
MRA85 Boguslavsky Triple-Deckers 
MRA87 108-112 Quarry Street 
MRA89 Israel Pi card House 
Dl Hlxville School /W 
D2 Mrs. Braley House fM^. 


